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Mrs.  Salisbury  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  herewith  to  present  my  First  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Hemsworth.  In  order  to  have 
the  report  complete  I have  taken  the  figures  for  the  statisical 
part  back  to  the  commencement  of  the  year,  although  Urban 
Powers  only  came  into  force  on  April  1st.  According  to  instruct- 
ions received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  full  and  detailed 
reports  will  only  be  necessary  once  in  5 years,  for  the  remaining 
years  it  is  only  of  a simple  character,  but  with  all  essential  details 
in  it.  This  year  (1921)  is  to  be  a simple  one  and  is  summarised 
under  a number  of  paragraphs  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

General  Statistics The  district  contains  4161  acres,  is  Urban 

in  character,  the  chief  industry  being  coal-mining  and  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  being  coal-miners  and  their  families.  The 
population  upon  which  the  figures  of  the  report  are  based  is 
11305. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  during  1921  was  2191 

The  number  of  separate  occupiers  or  families  was  2425. 

The  Rateable  Value  was  £33603,  and  a Id.  rate  brought  in  £130. 
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Extract  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

BIRTHS.  Legitimate  Births  369 

Illegitimate  do.  16 


Total  Births  385 


Male  184.  Female  201. 


Birth  Rate  34.05. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  birth  rate  is  very  high  when 
compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  which  is  22.4. 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  after  allowing  for  inward 
and  outward  transfer  is  189,  which  gives  a death  rate  of  16.7  per 
1000  of  the  population.  There  was  one  death  of  a woman  from 
sepsis  following  child-birth.  The  total  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  was  62  which  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  161.02 
per  1000  births.  There  were  no  deaths  from  measles.  The 
deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  numbered  11  and  from  diarrhecea 
under  2 years  of  age  14. 

The  infant  mortality  is  unfortunately  very  high,  the  chief 
cause  being  congenital  deformity,  premature  birth,  etc.  (23) 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  (16)  and  whooping  cough  (7). 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  scarcity  of  houses  and  overcrowding 
have  seriously  affected  infant  life  and  also  the  scarcity  of  water 
during  the  last  summer.  It  is  evident  there  will  be  plenty  of 
work  to  be  done  by  the  Health  Visitor  when  she  is  appointed 
which  I hope  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year. 

Disease.  Total  Cases.  Removed  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Diphtheria 

49 

49 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

58 

57 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

8 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

24 

— 

7 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

30 

— 

15 

do.  (other  organs) 

4 

— 

1 
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There  were  2 cases  of  Ophthamic  Neonatorium,  both  treated 
at  home  and  both  made  a good  recovery  with  no  impairment  of 
vision.  An  analysis  of  the  total  cases  and  deaths  in  age  groups 
is  appended  at  the  end  of  the  Report.  The  notification  of  cases 
of  Tuberculosis,  especially  pulmonary,  has  not  been  very  satisfact- 
ory, in  consequence  of  patients  being  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  by  doctors  with  provisional  diagnosis  of  Phthisis. 
Some  time  elapses,  possibly  two  or  three  weeks,  before  the 
diagnosis  is  confirmed  or  otherwise  and  consequently  notification 
is  forgotten. 


Causes  of  Sickness. — The  chief  cause  of  sickness  and  bad 
health  is  the  present  scarcity  of  houses  and  overcrowding.  Many 
of  the  houses  are  also  unhealthy  owing  to  the  arrears  of  repairs 
which  have  accumulated  during  the  war  and  after,  when  labour 
was  scarce  and  prices  high.  The  very  hot  and  dry  summer  last 
year,  together  with  the  shortage  of  water  that  followed  was  not 
conducive  to  healthy  conditions  especially  for  infants.  Whooping 
cough  was  prevalent  during  the  year  and  accounted  for  1 1 deaths. 


Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals,  etc In  the  Urban 

District  there  were  two  Nurses  for  general  nursing  of  the  sick, 
one  in  Hemsworth  and  one  for  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  who  also 
practises  midwifery.  These  are  supported  by  voluntary 
committees.  In  addition  to  these  nurses,  the  Health  Visitor 
when  appointed,  would  visit  all  births  and  instruct  mothers  and 
supervise  the  feeding  and  clothing  of  the  babies,  but  would  not 
do  any  actual  nursing.  There  are  eight  midwives  in  the  district. 
Five  in  Hemsworth,  two  of  whom  have  passed  the  C.M.B. 
examination.  One  in  Kinsley  and  two  at  Fitzwilliam,  both  of 
the  latter  having  the  C.M.B.  certificate.  One  of  them  is  also  a 
Jubilee  nurse. 
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Olinics There  are  three  clinics  in  the  district.  Infant 

Welfare  Clinic  in  Hemsworth  is  at  the  Children’s  Home.  This 
is  maintained  by  the  U.D.C.  and  attended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Health  Visitor  and  is  held  fortnightly.  During 
the  year  an  average  of  30  mothers  and  29  babies  have  attended. 

School  Clinic This  is  held  in  the  playground  of  the 

West  End  Council  School,  Hemsworth,  in  an  Army  Hut, 
and  attended  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  is  maintained  by 
the  West  Riding  Council.  Treatment  of  minor  ailments  is  given 
and  also  dentistry. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — This  is  held  twice  weekly  at  the 
Church  Club,  Hemsworth,  and  attended  by  Dr.  Blyth  (Tuber- 
culosis Officer)  and  maintained  by  the  County  Council.  A Nurse 
is  in  attendance  and  visits  patients  in  their  homes  if  they  are 
unable  to  attend  the  dispensary. 

Hospitals. — The  two  hospitals  chiefly  used  by  the  district  are 
Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield,  and  the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds. 

For  infectious  diseases  the  Brierley  Isolation  is  used,  attached 
to  which  is  also  a Small-pox  Hospital  and  a small  Sanatorium  of 
12  beds  for  children.  These  latter  hospitals  are  administered  by 
a Joint  Board  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils.  There 
is  also  a Maternity  Hospital  available  at  Wakefield  to  which 
patients  can  be  sent  by  arrangement  at  their  own  expense.  This 
Hospital  is  under  the  management  of  the  Wakefield  Corporation. 
There  is  no  institution  for  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate 
children  in  the  district  except  the  Poor  Law  Institution  at 
Hemsworth.  For  homeless  Children  there  is  a Children’s  Home 
at  Hemsworth  administered  by  the  Guardians  with  accomodation 
for  30  to  40  Children. 
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Ambulance  Facilities For  infectious  diseases  an  ambulance 

is  available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  For  ordinary  cases  the 
Colliery  Ambulance  can  generally  be  obtained  for  urgent  cases. 
At  Pontefract,  six  miles  distant,  a V.A.D.  Ambulance  is  avail- 
able on  payment  of  certain  reduced  fees. 

Labojatory  Work. — This  is  all  done  free  of  charge  by  the 
County  Council  from  the  County  Hall  Laboratory  at  Wakefield. 
Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  obtained  when  necessary  from  the 
Isolation  Hospital  if  patient  is  not  admitted  there. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District The  following  sections 

of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  are  in  force  in 
the  district. 

Part  3.  Sections  35,  38,  45,  49,  50. 

Part  4.  Sections  55,  56,  57,  59,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  68,  and 
Par.  5. 

Part  2.  Sections  15,  16,  18,  22,  23,  25,  27,  29,  30,  33. 

Part  3.  Sections  39,  40,  41,  42. 

Sanitary  Administration. — Appended  at  the  end  of  the 
report  is  the  Sanitory  Inspector’s  report  which  gives  full  details 
of  the  work  done  under  the  various  Acts  relating  to  Infectious 
Diseases,  Slaughterhouses,  Food,  Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cow- 
sheds, etc. 

Public  Health  staff The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical 

Officer,  who  is  a part-time  official,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is 
also  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  and  Officer  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  A Health  Visitor 
(whole-time)  was  employed  for  half  the  year  and  the  post  is 
vacant  at  the  present  time. 
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Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1921.  116. 

Number  of  houses  erected  under  state-aided  scheme  116. 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  persons  Nil. 

(1) .  Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspections.  1.  No.  inspected  for  Housing  defects  94. 

2.  No.  recorded  under  Housing  Regulations  94. 

3.  No.  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  3. 

4.  No.  exclusive  of  abo/e  not  found  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  66. 

(2) .  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Notices  or 

by  Informal  Action  Only  54. 

(3) .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Action  under  Section  28,  Housing  and  Town  Planning 

Act,  1919 — 

1.  No.  of  houses  on  which  notices  were  served  1 

2.  No  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  owner  1 

by  Local  Authority  Nil. 

3.  No.  of  houses  upon  which  closing  became  operative 

in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owner  of  intention 
to  close  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts, 

1.  No.  of  houses  on  which  notices  were  served  to 

remedy  defect  15. 

2.  No.  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by 

Owner  8. 

do.  by  Local  Authority  in  default  Nil. 


Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  H.  and  T.  P.  Act,  1919. 
1.  No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  Closing  Order  2. 
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2.  No.  of  houses  upon  which  closing  orders  were  made  2. 


3. 

do. 

do.  do. 

determined 

Nil. 

4. 

do. 

demolition  orders 

were  made 

Nil. 

5. 

do. 

do.  do. 

carried  out 

Nil. 

At  the  end  of  the  report  will  be  found  three  tables. 

1.  An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  in  age  groups  and  divided 
into  the  three  districts,  Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam. 

2.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  into  age  groups. 

3.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  in  each  of  the  three  districts. 

In  conclusion,  there  are  one  or  two  matters  I should  like  to 
allude  to.  This  being  the  first  report  upon  Hemsworth  as  an  Urban 
District,  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  comparison,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  we  have  a very  high  infant  mortality  rate  to  contend  with. 
To  deal  with  it  effectively  it  is  essential  that  a really  experienced 
Health  Visitor  should  be  appointed  as  soon  as  possible.  Infant 
mortality  is  closely  connected  with  overcrowding  and  bad  housing 
conditions.  To  improve  the  former  I hope  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  obtain  more  houses,  and  with  regard  to  the  latter  it  will 
be  necessary  during  next  year  to  get  on  as  rapidly  as  possible 
with  repairs  and  the  re-construction  of  old  and  insanitary 
property.  In  the  matter  of  conversions  and  getting  rid  of  the 
present  insanitary  middens,  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  more 
satisfactory  progress  unless  there  is  an  ample  water  supply.  A 
shortage  of  water  will  seriously  affect  the  health  of  the  district 
and  retard  its  sanitary  progress.  Finally  I should  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  the  help  and  courtesy 
they  have  extended  to  me  since  my  appointment,  and  also  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I am,  Mrs.  Salisbury  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


H.  P,  WILTSHIRE. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  YEAR  ENDINC 
MARCH  31  ST,  1922. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Hemsworth. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Salisbury  and  Gentlemen, 

As  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  I beg  to  submit  for 
your  information  and  consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1921.  My  duties  commenced  on 
July  1st  and  the  Report  covers  therefore  a period  of  six  months 
only.  From  April  1st  to  June  30th,  the  work  was  carried  on 
by  the  Rural  District  Council’s  staff.  The  following  is  a brief 


statistical  summary  of  the  work  done. 

Complaints  received  ...  68 

Complaints  attended  to  ...  68 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made. 

Housing  ...  ...  94 

Infectious  Disease  .. . ...  39 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  80 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  25 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  &c.  ...  15 

Works  in  Progress  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  ...  420 


Total  723 

Nuisances. 

Reported  and  recorded  ...  349 

Abated  ...  ...  265 


Outstanding  31st  December,  1921  84 
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Preliminary  Notices. 


Served 

Complied  with 


119 

78 


Outstanding  December  31st,  1921  41 


Statutory  Notices. 


Served 

Complied  with 


15 

8 


Outstanding  31st  December,  1921  7 


Premises  Subject  to  Bye-Laws. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  two  common  lodging  houses 
have  been  inspected  periodically  and  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  in  the  Township  one  Tripe- 
boiling establishment  and  this  has  been  carried  on  in  satisfactory 
manner.  Fish-frying  is  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade.  There 
are  in  the  area  ten  fish-frying  establishments,  the  majority  of 
these  are  in  good  condition  but  there  is  room  for  improvement  in 
the  sanitary  condition  of  others  and  steps  will  be  taken  to  improve 
them  in  the  near  future. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. — Bye-laws  are  being  prepared  which 
will  give  more  control  over  these. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — On  the  register  we  have 
24  Milk-dealers  of  whom  17  are  registered  as  Cow-keepers.  The 
cow-sheds  in  the  area  are  far  from  satisfactory  in  many  instances, 
and  their  improvement  is  having  attention.  Four  samples  of 
milk  were  taken  for  analysis ; three  were  reported  satisfactory, 
one  was  adulturated  but  not  sufficiently  so,  to  warrant  prosecu- 
tion. The  dealer  was  warned  by  the  County  Authority. 
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Slaughterhouses We  have  10  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 

area.  Whilst  several  of  them  are  not  quite  satisfactory  as 
regards  position  and  structure  all  have  been  well  kept  during  the 
year.  All  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  the  work  has  taken 
up  a great  deal  of  time.  The  provision  of  a Public  Abbatoir 
would  make  for  greater  efficiency  and  save  time  and  labour. 
During  the  period  under  review  the  following  meat  &c.  was 
seized  and  destroyed. 


2 Carcases  of  Beef  with  organs  and  offals 
1 Carcase  of  Pork 
20  Couples  of  Rabbits 
Fish 


Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

12  2 0 

0 3 0 

0 1 0 

1 0 14 


13  3 14 


Scavenging. — Few  complaints  have  been  received  concerning 
this  work.  The  total  cost  was  £3,122,  and  the  total  number  of 
loads  removed  7426.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a Ford  Ton 
Lorry  with  tipping  body  was  purchased  and  has  been  used  for  the 
removal  of  dry  ashes.  Apparently  the  lorry  will  make  for 
efficiency  and  economy,  especially  when  long  journeys  to  the  tips 
are  necessary.  Satisfactory  tips  have  been  procured  during  the 
year  which  will  serve  the  Council  for  many  years.  During  the 
year  11  privies  have  been  abolished  and  17  water  closets  provided 
in  their  stead,  the  conversion  of  7 others  at  Kinsley  have  been 
commenced.  The  fact  that  our  water  supply  is  so  unsatisfactory 
is  responsible  for  the  small  number  of  conversions  carried  out. 
For  a period  of  92  days  water  was  only  available  upon  alternate 
days,  and  as  a result  difficulty  was  experienced  with  water  closets 
in  the  area.  It  is  most  important  that  Kinsley  Sewage  Works 
should  be  enlarged  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  that  the  work  of 
conversion  may  proceed  as  soon  as  the  water  supply  is  made 
permanently  satisfactory,  as  conversions  at  Kinsley  are  long 
overdue. 


Housing. 


Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulations  ...  94 

,,  found  satisfactory  ...  ...  25 

,,  „ not  reasonably  fit  ...  ...  69 

„ for  which  notices  were  served  to  execute 

works  ...  ...  ...  55 

„ for  which  notices  were  satisfactorily  complied 

with  ...  ...  ...  41 

,,  represented  as  totally  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ for  which  closing  orders  were  made  and 

served  ...  ...  ...  2 

One  house  at  Kinsley,  closed  before  my  appointment,  has 
been  made  fit  and  re-occupied.  Many  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  year,  but  much  more  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
direction. 

West  Street,  Hemsworth,  which  was  in  a very  bad  state, 
has  been  repaired  by  the  owners  and  is  now  in  a sanitary 
condition. 

The  ditch  alongside  Victoria  Street  which  was  a source  of 
continual  trouble,  causing  flooding,  offensive  accumulations, 
damage  to  highway  and  surrounding  dwellings  has  been  covered 
in  during  the  year,  and  thus  a nuisance  of  many  years  standing 
has  been  removed. 

The  overcrowding  in  every  ward  in  the  township  is  still 
very  serious  and  constitutes  a real  menace  to  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  although  all  the  houses  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  Hemsworth  wards  have  been  occupied  the 
conditions  do  not  appear  to  have  improved  in  the  least. 
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U nfit  houses  are  still  occupied  and  must  continue  to  be  until 
other  accommodation  is  available. 

I beg  to  remain,  Mrs.  Salisbury  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  WRIGHT. 


TABLE  I.  Causes  of  Death,  1921. 


Disease. 

All  Ages 

under  1 yr. 

1 to  2. 

id 

o 

+3 

CM 

5 to  15.  || 

15  to  25. 

| 25  to  45.  U 

45  to  65.  || 

02 

£ 

3 

iO 

co 

Hemsworth 

Kinsley. 

Fitzwilliam  || 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

7 

2 

2 

8 

2 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Encipholitis  Lethargii 

Phthisis 

15 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

12 

3 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer 

8 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

13 

4 

1 

3 

5 

12 

1 

Meningitis 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

17 

10 

3 

2 

1 

1 

12 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

tory Organs 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  Enteritis 

8 

5 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Diseases,  Pregnancy 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  Debility 

23 

23 

15 

5 

3 

Malformation  & Premature 

Birth 

Violent  Deaths 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Suicide 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

12 

1 

1 

3 

7 

9 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  Causes 

49 

8 

1 

4 

8 

28 

35 

8 

6 

Ill-Defined  Causes 

1 

...'189  |62  10;  9 91,  416  31  48 


Totals 


138  |3l|20 
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TABLE  II.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year  1921. 


TABLE  III.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  each  Township  during  the  Year  1921, 
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